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Introduction 
!

Welcome to a 50-day journey through the epistle of 1 Peter.  This devotional guide has 
been written to help us each day reflect on a portion of 1 Peter and consider its 
intersection with our lives.  While I may occasionally offer an interpretive insight, my 
comments along the way aren’t meant to serve as a comprehensive commentary on the 
text of 1 Peter.  They are simply personal reflections offered in the hope that they will 
provoke you to prayer, reflection, and action in light of each daily reading.  As Paul told 
Timothy, “Reflect on what I’m saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this” (2 
Timothy 2:7). !
Each reading in this guide can easily be digested in 10 minutes or less.  No matter how 
busy you are, you can find 10 minutes in your day to reflect on God’s Word; and if you 
commit yourself to this, I truly believe that God will bless your life in surprising ways.  It’s 
my hope that our journey through 1 Peter will help us to see Jesus more clearly, follow 
Him more boldly, and share Him more freely. !
Grace and Peace, 
Rusty !
Rusty Tugman 
Senior Minister 
Alameda Church of Christ !

Why 1 Peter? 
!

The letter of 1 Peter was written to Christians who were living in an environment that 
was not supportive of the Christian faith.  In fact, the people living under the authority of 
the Roman Empire viewed Christianity as a threat to that empire and its way of life.  So, 
the Christians of that day were struggling with how to remain faithful to Christ when their 
faith made them objects of scorn, wrath, and rejection.  As James W. Thompson says in 
his commentary on 1 Peter, “To live faithful lives is no challenge when we are 
surrounded by neighbors and friends who share our values.  When everyone at the 
office or in the neighborhood shares our values, we can be Christians and still be 
conformed to the world around us.  But when Christians become such a minority group 
that their behavior appears odd or even absurd, they face a severe test.” !
I believe that we are living in a time that is reminiscent of the context of 1 Peter.  As a 
result, we face many of the same questions and issues that 1 Peter’s original audience 
faced.  But in this short yet powerful letter there is Godly wisdom that will help us shine 
the light of Christ brightly in the midst of a darkening world.  So… !

let the journey begin! 



Day 1 - February 1, 2015 
1 Peter 1:1-2 
!

(1) Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, (2) who have been chosen according to the 

foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be 
obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood:  

Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 
1 Peter 1:1-2 (NIV) !

Reflection 
According to this passage, Christians are exiles.  They are strangers in the world, but 
not because of their skin color or nationality.  Their obedience to the call of Christ is 
what has made them exiles.  And unlike those who are exiles because of their ethnic 
backgrounds, the Christians addressed in 1 Peter could have ceased being exiles 
simply by blending in with the larger population.  All they had to was act and talk like 
everybody else. !
And that’s a temptation that many of us deal with, isn’t it?  Our desire to follow Christ 
separates us from others around us because Christ calls us to live by a different moral 
and ethical standard than the rest of the world.  And sometimes it’s just too much!  We 
don’t like being treated differently, being looked at differently, and being excluded.  Like 
everybody else, we want to fit in with our friends, neighbors, and co-workers.  So, we 
find ourselves facing the temptation to compromise our integrity for the short-term 
pleasure of fitting in with the “popular kids.”   !
This is a very real test for every Christ-follower, and every Christian has to come to grips 
with the fact that following Christ will cause one to be a “stranger in the world” and it will, 
at times, make a person feel as though he or she is living as an “exile” in one’s own 
homeland. !
Application 
Take a few minutes to reflect on these two questions:  

1. What is honestly more important to me - the approval of God or the approval of 
others?  

2. Why do I seek the approval of the one over the approval of the other? !
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, please fill me with a desire to please you instead of people.  May I seek 
your approval over the approval of my peers, for you are the Eternal One who saves.  In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.” !



Day 2 - February 2, 2015 
1 Peter 1:3-5 
!
(3) Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, (4) and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade.  This inheritance 
is kept in heaven for you, (5) who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the 

coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 
1 Peter 1:3-5 (NIV) !

Reflection 
While we may feel like exiles, at times, because of our faith, this passage reminds us 
that “being in exile” is only a short-term prospect.  This passage also informs us that the 
way to overcome the temptation of “giving in so that we can fit in” is to consider what we 
have been given through Jesus Christ, because that is far more valuable than anything 
this world can offer us. !
What we have been given is a “living hope.”  I love that term!  Our hope in Christ - for 
the here and now and for eternity - never dies.  The hope we have in Christ is a form of 
renewable energy that powers our lives.  Because of that, Christ-followers are never 
without hope.  Think about that.  No matter what circumstances we are facing, no matter 
what tests we may be enduring, no matter how afraid of the future we are, we are not 
without hope.  And that’s because our hope is not tied to anything associated with this 
world.  Our hope is connected to the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the inheritance of 
God’s Kingdom, and the salvation “that is ready to be revealed in the last time.” !
Oh…there’s one more thing mentioned in this passage that ought to fill you with hope 
today: You are shielded by God’s power.  It says so in verse 5.  So, lean into the living 
hope of Christ and approach this day with confidence! !
Application 
Think of one thing you’re facing today that the living hope of Christ can help you 
conquer.  Now, spend a few minutes in prayer about it and ask God to fill you with his 
powerful Spirit and with the knowledge that you are shielded by his power. !
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for your great mercy.  Thank you for the living hope that I have 
been given through Christ.  Thank you for the eternal inheritance and salvation that you 
provide.  Shield me by your power today.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!
!



Day 3 - February 3, 2015 
1 Peter 1:6 
!

So be truly glad.  There is wonderful joy ahead, even though  
you must endure trials for a little while. 

1 Peter 1:6 (NLT) !
Reflection 
In this verse Peter is once again encouraging Christians to take the long view of life.  
This is important for two reasons: (1) so that they would understand that their trials 
would not last forever, and (2) so that they could see how their trials present an 
opportunity to demonstrate the veracity of their faith.  For Peter, suffering (or trials) is the 
means by which the quality of the Christians’ faith can shine out all the more.  This is a 
theme that he will develop throughout his letter. !
Peter’s view of trials can be challenging to adopt, but just imagine the results if you did.  
What would happen if you viewed your trials as great opportunities to shine the light of 
Christ instead of complaining about how unfair your trials are?  How much less would 
your anxiety be if you were confident that your trials were simply a season of life that will 
soon pass?  How much more joy would you have if you thought more about the glory of 
heaven and less about the difficulty of your circumstances? !
John Maxwell once wrote, “The greatest day in your life and mine is when we take total 
responsibility for our attitudes.  That’s the day we truly grow up.”  In this verse, Peter is 
asking us to “grow up” in our faith so that we can take total responsibility for our attitude 
toward trials.  If we can do that, we will have a perspective about life that will help us 
deal with difficulties in positive and productive ways.  And when people see us exhibiting 
joy in the midst of our trials, they will know that Jesus Christ is our Lord. !
Application 
If you are currently enduring a trial in your life, complete these two sentences: !

1. I have the opportunity to shine the light of Christ through this trial by 

_______________________________________________________________. 

2. During this trial I will keep my eyes on Christ by __________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________. 

!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, fill me so full of your Spirit that I am able to see the opportunities for 
showing Christ through my trials and that I may experience genuine joy in the midst of 
my trials.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.”  !



Day 4 - February 4, 2015 
1 Peter 1:7-9 
!

(7) These have come so that your faith - of greater worth than gold, which perishes 
even though refined by fire - may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  (8) Though you have not seen him, you love him; 

and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an 
inexpressible and glorious joy, (9) for you are receiving the goal of your faith,  

the salvation of your souls. 
1 Peter 1:7-9 (NIV) !

Reflection 
Yesterday, we saw that Peter sees trials as opportunities to show one’s faith.  Today, we 
see that Peter also sees trials as opportunities to grow one’s faith.  Trials strengthen our 
trust in God and, just as fire burns off the combustible impurities of gold, refines our faith 
so that it is more pure. !
This passage also deepens our view of salvation.  According to Peter, salvation is not 
just something that we will experience sometime in the future; it is something we 
experience now.  This is the “now/not yet” tension of Christianity.  The full impact of 
salvation won’t be realized until Christ comes again, but that doesn’t mean that we don’t 
experience some of the blessings of salvation in the here and now.  For example, the 
hope which is greater than our trials that Peter has already spoken of is one of the 
blessings of being in a right relationship with Christ. !
So, in this passage we see that trials cause us to trust God more deeply and fully, which 
strengthens our faith in him.  And when we come through those trials, we are more 
appreciative of the salvation that God provides through Christ because we are 
experiencing a practical benefit and blessing of our salvation.  Praise be to God and 
Christ! !
Application 
Write down one trial from your past that God brought you through… !!!
How did that experience grow your faith in Him? !!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, grow my faith in you, grow my trust in you, and grow my appreciation for the 
salvation you provide through Christ.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



Day 5 - February 5, 2015 
1 Peter 1:10-12 
!
(10) Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come 

to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, (11) trying to find out what time and 
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the 
sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.  (12) It was revealed to them that 

they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now 
been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent 

from heaven.  Even angels long to look into these things. 
1 Peter 1:10-12 (NIV) !

Reflection 
While there is much to consider in this passage, there is one phrase that stands out to 
me above all others: “they were not serving themselves but you.”  That phrase speaks 
to the purpose and mindset of the prophets.  Regarding purpose, God was working 
through them to inform others about the salvation that he offers.  Regarding mindset, 
the prophets were not preaching the Word of God for their own glory or gain; rather, 
they were sincerely seeking to help others be reconciled to God. !
That phrase also stands in contrast to the prevailing attitude of today’s culture, which is 
a “me-first” attitude.  So many people in our society, including our leaders, seek to serve 
themselves above others.  And the results have been disastrous.  But this is not an 
attitude that should be adopted by the Christ-follower since it does not reflect the 
character of the One who “came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). !
As Christians we, like the prophets of old, speak the Word of God to others through our 
speech, our attitudes, and our actions.  Let us do so in a way that causes others to say 
about us: “they were not serving themselves…” !
Application 
Take a moment to reflect upon your approach to life: Are you more “me-centered” or 
“others-centered”? !
Now, list one way that you can serve someone today: ___________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________. 

!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, open my eyes to how I can serve someone else today.  Make me an 
instrument of your peace and grace.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



Day 6 - February 6, 2015 
1 Peter 1:13 
!

Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the 
grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

1 Peter 1:13 (NIV) !
Reflection 
Peter has already spoken of the hope we have in Christ and the second coming of 
Christ in his letter.  In this verse he returns to those themes and urges his readers to 
fully immerse themselves in those two realities; so much so, that the imminent return of 
Christ becomes a motivating force guiding how they live their lives.   !
And it’s not a passive way of living.  Did you notice that? !
The way of Christ is active not apathetic, and it requires preparation and self-control.  
The Holy Spirit produces the type of maturity and emotional stability that enables us to 
control our emotions, appetites, and impulses.  It also prepares us to act for the sake of 
the Gospel.  This is important to recognize because it provides a set of metrics to gauge 
our spiritual growth.  If we are lazy about our faith, unprepared for the opportunities God 
places in front of us, and unable to control ourselves, then we know that our connection 
to the Spirit has been severed somewhere along the way.  We also know that our hope 
is not fully set “on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.”  Rather, we 
are setting our hope on something else. !
Application 
Take stock of your spiritual vitality by asking yourself these questions: 

1. Am I active or passive about my faith?  Why? 
2. Am I prepared to act upon my faith in Christ?  If so, what helps me feel 

prepared?  If not, how can I become more prepared? 
3. Do I exhibit self-control over my emotions, appetites, and impulses? 
4. Is my hope set on Christ or something else? !

Prayer 
“Dear Lord, give me a clear vision of the grace that will be given when Jesus comes 
again so that I will be more motivated to live a life that is in step with the Spirit of Christ.  
Prepare my mind to act for the cause of Christ, and give me the type of self-control that 
reflects Christ.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!



Day 7 - February 7, 2015 
1 Peter 1:14-16 
!

(14) As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former 
ignorance, (15) but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 

(16) since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 
1 Peter 1:14-16 (ESV) !

Reflection 
Here, Peter identifies one of the most fundamental expectations of Christians: we are to 
be like the One we worship.  The NIV Life Application Bible shares the following 
comments about this passage: “After people commit their lives to Christ, they usually 
still feel a pull back to their old ways.  Peter tells us to be like our heavenly Father - holy 
in everything we do.  Holiness means being totally devoted or dedicated to God, set 
aside for his special use and set apart from sin and its influence.  We’re to be set apart 
and different, not blending in with the crowd, yet not being different just for the sake of 
being different.  What makes us different are God’s qualities in our lives.  Our focus and 
priorities must be his.  All this is in direct contrast to our old ways (v. 14).  We cannot 
become holy on our own, but God gives us his Holy Spirit to help us obey and to give us 
power to overcome sin.  Don’t use the excuse that you can’t help slipping into sin.  Call 
on God’s power to free you from sin’s grip.” !
Application 
Write down three ways that your life reflects the holiness of God: __________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

!
Write down three ways that your life does not reflect the holiness of God: ___________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, give me your Spirit so that I may obey you and have the power to overcome 
sin.  Keep me strong in the ways in which my life reflects your holiness, and grow me in 
those areas of my life where I am not reflecting your holiness.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!



Day 8 - February 8, 2015 
1 Peter 1:17-21 
!
(17) And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites.  He will 
judge or reward you according to what you do.  So you must live in reverent fear of him 

during your time here as “temporary residents.”  (18) For you know that God paid a 
ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors.  And it was 
not paid with mere gold or silver, which lose their value.  (19) It was the precious blood 
of Christ, the sinless, spotless lamb of God.  (20) God chose him as your ransom long 

before the world began, but now in these last days he has been revealed for your sake.  
(21) Through Christ you have come to trust in God.  And you have placed your faith and 

hope in God because he raised Christ from the dead and gave him great glory. 
1 Peter 1:17-21 (NLT) !

Reflection 
Peter encourages his readers to embrace their status as “temporary residents”, 
assuring them that being a stranger in the world for the sake of Christ is nothing to be 
ashamed of or embarrassed about.  He also speaks about inheritance, which brings to 
mind what he has already said about that topic.  In verse 4, Peter says that we have an 
inheritance in Jesus Christ “that can never perish, spoil, or fade.”  In verse 18, Peter 
claims that the inheritance from our ancestors is an “empty life.”  His point is that this 
world cannot match the quality of life that is offered by Jesus Christ. !
Peter also makes a point to remind us of how our salvation came to be, because how it 
came to be underscores the depth of God’s love for us.  Living as strangers in this world 
can be a lonely experience that makes us feel unloved and unworthy, but when we 
pause to consider what God has done for us through Christ we remember that we are 
loved and valued by our God.  And knowing that helps us stay the course. !
Application 
Set the timer on your watch or phone for 1 minute.  In that 1 minute, write down every 
reason that comes to your mind of why your inheritance in Christ is greater than the 
“empty life” inheritance of the world. !!!!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for loving me enough to save me.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



Day 9 - February 9, 2015 
1 Peter 1:22-23 
!

(22) Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have 
sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.   

(23) For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,  
through the living and enduring word of God. 

1 Peter 1:22-23 (NIV) !
Reflection 
Obeying the truth of God’s word purifies us from sin, which means that it also purifies us 
from selfishness and pride, and this purification enables us to love our Christian 
brothers and sisters sincerely.  But Peter asks us to also love one another deeply with a 
“want to” kind of love rather than an “ought to” kind of love.  This is what it means to 
love from the heart. !
But what motivation do we have for loving others in this way?  In answering this 
question, Peter appeals to the gospel into which we have been born again.  Our sole 
reason for loving one another deeply from the heart is because Jesus loved each of us 
deeply from the heart - and disciples walk in the footsteps of their Master.  What’s more 
is that the living and enduring word of God is able to “purify” us from the things that 
keep us from loving others sincerely and it is able to “birth” within us a capacity to love 
deeply from the heart.  But this can only happen if we are obeying the truth of God’s 
Word. !
The reason why Peter is talking about this topic is because of his belief that the 
community of Christ should mirror the character of Christ.  The church of Christ should 
be a place where people experience the kind of deep love for one another that can only 
be produced through the obedient observance of the Word of God. !
Application 
Take a moment to check your “love gauge.”  Do you feel that you are a loving person?  
Do you love others, especially other Christians, sincerely and deeply from the heart? !
If you answered “no” or “I don’t know”, then check to see if there is any area of your life 
in which you are not being obedient to the Word of God.  This is most likely what is 
standing in your way of loving others the way that Jesus did. !
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for your love for me.  Please grow my capacity to love others the 
way Jesus did.  And show me where I am not being obedient so that I can repent of the 
things that keep me from loving others.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !



Day 10 - February 10, 2015 
1 Peter 1:24-25 
!

(24) For, “All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the 
grass withers and the flowers fall, (25) but the word of the Lord stands forever.”   

And this is the world that was preached to you. 
1 Peter 1:24-25 (NIV) !

Reflection 
There are certain mutual funds that are designed for investors who want to build wealth 
over a long period of time.  These investors are not looking for a quick score; rather they 
want something that is going to produce positive returns on their investment year in and 
year out.  This is what comes to my mind when I read this passage because it seems 
like Peter is challenging us to take stock of where we are investing our resources. !
Some people are only interested in glory and fame.  Some people think the world 
revolves around them.  But history is filled with people who lived like this, and we don’t 
remember them or even know their names.  That’s because glory and fame and people 
don’t go on forever.  Only one thing does: The Word of the Lord. !
This is good news for those of us who have put our hope in God because it reassures 
us that we have invested wisely in something that will never run out or go broke.  But for 
those who are investing their resources in the things that are attached to this world, it is 
a harsh reminder that their hope rests on a Ponzi scheme that will one day come 
crumbling down. !
Application 
List three ways you are investing your resources in the things of God: !
1. !
2. !
3. !!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for your Word that lasts forever.  Keep me strong and focused so 
that I may invest my life in you and so that I won’t be tempted to chase after the things 
of this world that don’t last.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!



Day 11 - February 11, 2015 
1 Peter 2:1-3 
!
(1) Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of 

every kind.  (2) Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow up in your salvation, (3) now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

1 Peter 2:1-3 (NIV) !
Reflection 
The phrase that stands out to me in this passage is, “now that you have tasted that the 
Lord is good.”  It’s a reference to Psalm 34:8 that speaks of God as a source of refuge 
for the righteous.  Here, Peter uses that line from the psalm to explain the motivation for 
changed behavior and changed priorities.  And there’s a “before and after” effect to it: 
Now that you tasted that the Lord is good, live differently as a result.  Now that you have 
been given a taste of the God-life, get rid of everything that doesn’t belong to that life.  
Now that you have experienced the Lord and know who he is, act in ways that reflect 
his character.  Now that you have seen the Lord’s work in your own life, make his work 
in your life the priority of your life - crave the things of God. !
Peter believes that everything changes once you experience the Lord, and it seems as 
if he can’t fathom how anyone who has “now tasted that the Lord is good” would want to 
go back to a lesser way of living.  If a person has truly experienced Jesus, it should be 
evident to all, by the change in behavior and priorities, that he or she has indeed tasted 
the goodness of the Lord.  Do our lives communicate that to the people around us? !
Application 
Think about these questions: 
1. How have you “tasted that the Lord is good”? 
2. What is good about the Lord and the life he invites you into? 
3. Have you rid yourself of malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander? 
4. Do you crave the “pure spiritual milk” of the Lord?  Why or why not? !
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, I have experienced your goodness in my life and I thank you for it.  I pray 
that you expel from my life all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander; and that you 
replace it with your goodness.  Help to crave your Word and all things belonging to your 
Kingdom.  Today, let me live in such a way that the people I come into contact with will 
know that I have now ‘tasted that the Lord is good.’  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!



Day 12 - February 12, 2015 
1 Peter 2:4-5 
!

(4) As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen 
and precious, (5) you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual 

house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable  
to God through Jesus Christ. 

1 Peter 2:4-5 (ESV) !
Reflection 
God has always had a desire to live among the people he created.  We first see it in the 
creation narrative of Genesis 2-3, but it’s a theme that runs throughout the story of 
Scripture, culminating with the incarnation of Jesus Christ and the indwelling nature of 
the Holy Spirit.  This desire is what motivated God to establish the Temple in the Old 
Testament.  The Temple was a visible symbol of God’s presence among his people, 
which is why it was treated with so much reverence by God’s people and why it was a 
strategic target for destruction by the enemies of God’s people. !
In this passage Peter builds on the shift that Jesus initiated among many Jewish 
traditions, in particular their idea of Temple.  Now, the Temple of God is not a lifeless 
building; rather, it is established among and within the “living stones” that make up a 
new “spiritual house.”  God’s presence is established in the church - the followers of 
Christ.  And the church’s role is akin to the role of the priests who served in the old 
Temple.  Those priests lived as representatives of God among the people, joining the 
work of God that was designed to connect people to God.  Now, this is who we are 
called to be as the church of God.  We are a “holy priesthood” through whom God works 
to fill the whole world with his glory.  We point others to God, help others connect to 
God, and reflect the glory of God.  We are a visible symbol of God’s presence to our 
communities. !
Application 
• What is one way you that you can be God’s presence in your workplace or school? !!
• What is one way you that you can be God’s presence in your home? !!
• What is one way that you can be God’s presence in your community? !!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, give me a greater understanding of what it means to be part of a “royal 
priesthood” and help me to live accordingly.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



Day 13 - February 13, 2015 
1 Peter 2:6-8 
!
(6) The Scriptures provide precedent: “Look!  I’m setting a stone in Zion, a cornerstone 

in the place of honor.  Whoever trusts in this stone as a foundation will never have 
cause to regret it.”  (7) To those who trust, he’s a Stone to be proud of, but to those who 

refuse to trust him, “The stone the workmen threw out is now the chief foundation 
stone.”  (8) For the untrusting it’s “…a stone to trip over, a boulder blocking the way.”  

They trip and fall because they refuse to obey, just as predicted. 
1 Peter 2:6-8 (The Message) !

Reflection 
The cornerstone of a building that Peter compares Christ to in this passage was the 
principal stone in the foundation by which the rest of the building was measured, laid 
out, and constructed.  This metaphor communicates a powerful message: Jesus is the 
principal figure in human history by which all things are measured.  This is why Jesus is 
a source of hope for those who trust in him and why he is a stumbling block for those 
who don’t.  All things are measured by Jesus. !
This is why our lives are greatly impacted, either for the positive or the negative, by 
what we decide to do with Jesus.  Peter says that the reason why people “trip and fall” 
is because of their willful decision to refuse Christ and disobey him.  Life does not go 
well for people who throw out the cornerstone.  Without a cornerstone everything gets 
thrown off, resulting in a building (a life) that is not secure because the foundation is 
faulty and built on false calculations. !
But it all begins and ends with Jesus.  He offers us a way to build a life that we can be 
proud of, a life that is filled with hope, a life that is secure because it’s built on a solid 
foundation that will withstand the storms of life.  All we have to do to have a life like that 
is choose to trust and obey Jesus. !
Application 
List three ways that trusting in Jesus as the cornerstone of your life has benefitted you: !
1. !
2. !
3. !
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for the hope you have given me through Jesus.  Increase my 
desire and ability to trust and obey Him.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



Day 14 - February 14, 2015 
1 Peter 2:9 
!

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to 
God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of  

darkness into his wonderful light. 
1 Peter 2:9 (NIV)  !

Reflection 
This verse reminds us that as Christ-followers we have been given an identity (“a 
people belonging to God”) and a vocation (“declare the praises of him”) - and what 
keeps us motivated to carry out our vocation and stay true to our identity is the memory 
of how God has delivered us out of darkness and into his wonderful light.  And his light 
is wonderful, isn’t it? !
Application 
• What is the most wonderful thing about the light of God to you? !!!!
• How does your identity in God impact your approach to life? !!!!
• What is one way that you will declare God’s praises today? !!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for delivering me out of darkness and into your wonderful light.  
May your light shine through me today.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!!!



Day 15 - February 15, 2015 
1 Peter 2:10-12 
!

(10) Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  (11) Beloved, I urge you as 
sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war  

against your soul.  (12) Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that  
when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds  

and glorify God on the day of visitation. 
1 Peter 2:10-12 (ESV) !

Reflection 
My older sister was a good high school basketball player who had a great high school 
career - 3 trips to the state championship game and 1 state title.  I also played 
basketball, and since I was Kami’s brother I was expected to be just as good as she 
was.  My family name dictated the expectations that other people had of me. !
That’s what Peter’s getting at in this passage.  Since we belong to God, we are 
expected to live our lives in ways that are consistent with our “family name.”  In fact, the 
people around us will make certain judgments about God based on how God’s people 
conduct themselves, as Peter reminds us in verse 12. !
That’s a sobering thought, isn’t it?  But it’s a truth we must embrace if we want to be part 
of God’s family.  God raises the bar on the conduct of his people, and as God’s people 
we are expected to meet his standards.  Not only is He watching; the world is watching. !
Application 
Take a few minutes to prayerfully reflect on your conduct at home, at work, and in the 
community.  Is it honorable?  Does it point others to God?  Is it worthy of your “family 
name” as part of God’s people? !
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for giving me an identity to guide my choices and conduct.  Pour 
into my life your Spirit so that I will have the strength to “abstain from the passions of the 
flesh” and to keep my conduct among others honorable.  Let me reflect your character 
and glory in all I do today.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!!



Day 16 - February 16, 2015 
1 Peter 2:13-15 !

(13) Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: 
whether the king, as the supreme authority, (14) or to governors, who are sent by him to 

punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.  (15) For it is God’s 
will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 

1 Peter 2:13-15 (NIV) !
Reflection 
This passage presents a real test for how Christians engage with the context of their 
surroundings - especially those Christians who live in countries that enjoy far less 
freedoms than we do in America.  Peter urges his readers to live according to the laws 
of their land and to submit to the civil authorities.  Due to the greater context of 
Scripture, we know that Peter is not asking Christians to do something that would go 
against the superior law of God.  After all, he is the apostle who said, when he was 
questioned by the authorities, “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). !
The basis for Peter’s rationale is “the Lord’s sake.”  Everything a Christ-follower does is 
for the sake of the Lord and the expansion of His Kingdom.  So, the reason why Peter 
wants these Christ-followers to respect the civil authorities is so that unbelievers will be 
won over by the genuineness of the Christians’ faith.  According to Peter, this is how you 
silence the “ignorant talk of foolish men.”  It’s not through the gain of political power or 
savvy marketing campaigns; rather, the critics of Christianity are silenced by the sincere 
demonstration of the Christian faith that does good to all people. !
Application 
Write an encouraging note or email to a person who serves in a position of civil authority 
in your city or state, thanking him or her for the service they provide.  And let them know 
that you pray for them (and don’t forget to say a prayer for him or her!). !
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, I lift up to you today those who serve in positions of civil authority.  Give 
them wisdom to lead well, a sense of honor to do what’s right, and a love for the people 
they serve.  Help me to submit to their authority “for the Lord’s sake” and to do what is 
good.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!!!



Day 17 - February 17, 2015 
1 Peter 2:16 
!

Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil,  
but living as servants of God. 

1 Peter 2:16 (ESV) !
Reflection 
I have a confession to make: When my wife and daughter are out of town, and I am 
home alone, I sometimes use that opportunity to eat all the “bad” foods that I feel guilty 
about eating when they’re around.  Have you ever done anything like that?  If so, why 
do we do it?  Why do we use our “freedom” to abuse ourselves and do things that we 
would otherwise feel guilty about doing? !
This is how many of us view freedom.  We see it as a license to do whatever we want, 
whenever we want, however we want; seldom thinking about the impact of our actions 
on ourselves and others.  But why would we think about things like that when we’re 
free?  After all, isn’t it also freedom from responsibility? !
Following Christ changes how we view and use everything, including our freedom.  And 
the kind of freedom Peter is talking about in this verse has nothing to do with political or 
legal freedom.  He is referring to the spiritual freedom we have in Christ.  In Christ, we 
are free to choose Him, not out of obligation but out of love.  We are free to live for Him 
because of our gratitude for what He has done, instead of relating to Him on the basis of 
law.  But this kind of freedom should never be used to mask evil or to cover up our 
selfish agendas.  We are to always live as genuine servants of God who sincerely seek 
the things of God.   !
And we are free to live as servants of God and to seek the things of God no matter what 
kind of political or legal climate we may find ourselves in.  The freedom to choose Christ 
is one freedom that can never be taken from us.  So let’s use that freedom for good. !
Application 
How will you use your freedom in Christ today? !!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for the freedom you have given me through Christ.  Today, I 
declare that I will use my freedom to serve you out of sincere love and gratitude.  In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



Day 18 - February 18, 2015 
1 Peter 2:17 
!

Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers,  
fear God, honor the king. 

1 Peter 2:17 (NIV) !
Reflection 
Unfortunately, we live in a society that is experiencing the dissolution of respect.  You 
see it in our schools, our ballfields, our homes and marriages, our politics, our media, 
our social media, our music, and our churches.  The results of this include a coarsening 
of our society, a deterioration of our rhetoric, and a treatment of people that devalues, 
manipulates, divides, and discards others.  In the midst of this, the gospel of Christ 
continues to call us to be counter-cultural; in this case, by showing “proper respect for 
everyone.”   !
One definition of respect is “esteem for or a sense of the worth or excellence of a 
person.”  This definition gets to the heart of why Christ-followers are to be people who 
treat others with respect.  Jesus esteems all people so much that he died for them, and 
he sees worth in every person because every person is a creation of God the Father.  
So, the disciples of Christ must exhibit the same attitude.  And this is what Peter’s 
appeal is based on.  He doesn’t day tell us to show proper respect only to those who 
show us proper respect.  He says to “show proper respect to everyone” because we are 
God’s people (2:10). !
Application 
Brainstorm all the different ways you can think of to show respect to someone: !!!!!!!!!!
Challenge yourself to see how many of those you can do today or tomorrow. !
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, please empower me to resist the callousness of the world around me.  Help 
me show respect to others through how I treat them, how I speak to them, and how I 
pray for them.  And may I do this because I am yours.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



Day 19 - February 19, 2015 
1 Peter 2:18-23 
!

(18) Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who 
are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.  (19) For it is commendable 

if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God.  
(20) But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it?  
But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this commendable before God.  (21) 
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that 
you should follow in his steps.  (22) “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in 

his mouth.”  (23) When they hurled insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, 
he made no threats.  Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 

1 Peter 2:18-23 (NIV) !
Reflection 
Peter is not condoning slavery in this passage; he is simply recognizing a real-life 
situation of his time, and many converts to Christ were household slaves.  So Peter 
gives those who find themselves in this state some instruction on how to live out the 
gospel of Christ in their context.  And in so doing, Peter reveals two important truths: (1) 
Following in Christ’s steps is not easy (you may suffer for doing good); and (2) God 
sees all that is done in his name.  To solidify these truths in his audience’s mind, Peter 
reminds them that Christ also suffered unjustly and trusted God to right the wrong. !
We may not find ourselves in slavery, but we will experience unjust treatment and we 
will suffer in various forms for doing good and for being a follower of Christ.  When this 
happens, we must remember that Christ left us an example to follow in those situations.  
And by following Christ’s example, we will shine the light of Christ and set an example 
for others to follow as well. !
Application 
Write down one reason why it is good to follow Christ’s example during difficulties… !!!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for the example of Christ and help me to walk in his steps in 
every circumstance I face.  I also lift up those Christians around the world who are still 
experiencing slavery and severe persecution because of their faith.  May they entrust 
themselves to the One who judges justly.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.”  



Day 20 - February 20, 2015 
1 Peter 2:24-25 
!

(24) He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and 
live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.  (25) For you were like 

sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the Shepherd  
and Overseer of your souls. 

1 Peter 2:24-25 (NIV) !
Reflection 
I love the way verse 24 is written because it reminds me that Jesus saved me from 
something and also to something.  Through his sacrifice for me, I have been saved from 
sin so that I can live for righteousness.  One of the wonderful blessings of the cross, is 
that through it Jesus has given me something great to live for.  My life has a purpose! !
To live for righteousness is to live in a way that advances the Kingdom of God.  It means 
that the things of God become my highest priorities.  It also means that everything in my 
life serves this purpose.  I seek to treat my wife and daughter in ways that are 
consistent with living for righteousness.  I see my job as a ministry context in which the 
righteousness of God can be displayed.  And the list goes on. !
You and I don’t have to go through life like straying sheep, confused about what we’re 
supposed to do.  We have found our Shepherd, and he has saved us from sin so that 
we could live for righteousness.  Praise God! !
Application 
Make a list of your different contexts (home, school, work, hanging out with friends, 
community, etc.).  Then write down one way you can live for righteousness in each of 
your contexts. !!!!!!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for saving me from my sin and for giving me a great purpose for 
which to live.  Give me a vision for how I can live for righteousness and give me the 
desire to do so.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



Day 21 - February 21, 2015 
1 Peter 3:1-2 
!
(1) Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey 
the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, (2) when they 

see your respectful and pure conduct. 
1 Peter 3:1-2 (ESV) !

Reflection 
In this passage, Peter continues to apply the Christian ethic to real-life situations.  In the 
previous chapter he addressed how a slave who has become a Christ-follower should 
respond when he or she is serving a harsh master.  Here, Peter entertains the question, 
“What should a wife who has converted to Christ do if her husband isn’t a believer?” !
Peter’s answer is noteworthy because he assumes that a non-believer can be won over 
to Christ through the conduct of a believer.  This assumption is based on the fact that a 
changed life speaks loudly and clearly, which is why Peter says that the best approach 
for a woman who is married to an unbelieving husband is loving service that 
demonstrates the kind of self-giving love that Christ displayed. !
Each of us is surrounded by people who are either skeptical of the Christian faith or 
simply don’t believe in Christ.  And the best strategy for influencing those people for 
Christ is to exhibit respectful and pure conduct that mirrors the holiness of Christ.  As 
the old saying goes, “I’d rather see a sermon than hear one any day.” !
Application 
Think of a person you know who is not a Christian.  Now, write down some specific 
ways you can exhibit respectful and pure conduct in his or her presence (example: I can 
be kind; I can be an encourager; I will find ways to serve him or her). !!!!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for putting [this person] in my life so that I can influence [him or 
her] for Christ.  Open my eyes to how I can exhibit respectful and pure conduct in [his or 
her] presence.  Please use me to bring [this person] to Christ.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!



Day 22 - February 22, 2015 
1 Peter 3:3-4 
!
(3) Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the 

wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.  (4) Instead, it should be that your inner self, 
the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. 

1 Peter 3:3-4 (NIV) !
Reflection 
As the father of a daughter, I love the message of these verses.  Young girls in our 
society face so much pressure to look and dress a certain way, and they are taught that 
their whole worth as a person is measured by their outward beauty.  Peter dares to 
challenge this centuries-old belief by defining the source of true worth and beauty. !
But you don’t have to be a woman to learn something from this message.  All of us are 
tempted to measure our worth by worldly standards, and if we get too far deep into 
society’s obsession with outward appearances we will not only lose our way, we will lose 
ourselves.  God is more interested in who you are than what you look like.  In fact, our 
surface-level appearances don’t do anything for him - because the truest beauty and the 
greatest worth lies beyond the surface. !
Application 
This week compliment someone on his or her “inner self” qualities instead of outward 
appearances.  Here are some examples: 

• Tell a co-worker how much you appreciate how he or she performs a certain task. 
• Husbands, tell your wife all the reasons you love her that have nothing to do with 

her outward beauty. 
• Wives, tell your husband all the reasons you respect him that have nothing to do 

with how much money he earns, his job title, or awards he may have won. 
• Parents, talk to your daughter and sons about what God considers beautiful and 

worthy.  Express to them why your family chooses to please God more than 
people. !

Prayer 
“Dear Lord, give me your eyes so that I might see what true beauty and worth look like.  
Help me to focus more on my inner self than my outer self.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.”  !!!!!!!



Day 23 - February 23, 2015 
1 Peter 3:5-6 
!

(5) For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to 
make themselves beautiful.  They were submissive to their own husbands, (6) like 

Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him master.  You are her daughters if you do 
what is right and do not give way to fear. 

1 Peter 3:5-6 (NIV) !
Reflection 
In the last sentence of verse 6 Peter implies that fear has a way of keeping us from 
doing what is right.  But why and how?  Max Lucado addresses this in the first chapter 
of his book Fearless.  Here’s an excerpt: !
“Fear never wrote a symphony or poem, negotiated a peace treaty, or cured a disease.  
Fear never pulled a family out of poverty or a country out of bigotry.  Fear never saved a 
marriage or a business.  Courage did that.  Faith did that.  People who refused to 
consult or cower to their timidities did that.  But fear itself?  Fear herds us into a prison 
of unlocked doors. !
And fear feels dreadful.  It sucks the life out of the soul, curls us into an embryonic state, 
and drains us dry of contentment.  We become abandoned barns, rickety and tilting 
from the winds, a place where humanity used to eat, thrive, and find warmth.  No longer.  
When fear shapes our lives, safety becomes our god.  When safety becomes our god, 
we worship the risk-free life.  Can the safety lover do anything great?  Can the risk-
averse accomplish noble deeds?  For God?  For others?  No.  The fear-filled cannot 
love deeply; love is risky.  They cannot give to the poor.  Benevolence has no guarantee 
of return.  The fear-filled cannot dream wildly.  What if their dreams sputter and fall from 
the sky?  The worship of safety emasculates greatness.  No wonder Jesus wages such 
a war against fear.”  !
Application 
Make it your goal today (or this week) to do something you have been avoiding because 
of fear.  And start by writing your intention down: !
I will not let fear keep me from ____________________________________________. !
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, yours is a spirit of power not of timidity.  Please fill me more and more with 
your spirit of power so that I will not ‘give way to fear.’  Give me an attitude that is willing 
to take risks for your sake and in your service.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!



Day 24 - February 24, 2015 
1 Peter 3:7 
!

In the same way, you husbands must give honor to your wives.  Treat your wife with 
understanding as you live together.  She may be weaker than you are, but she is your 

equal partner in God’s gift of new life.  Treat her as you should so your  
prayers will not be hindered. 

1 Peter 3:7 (NLT) !
Reflection 
The statement about wives being “weaker” than husbands is most likely a reference to 
physical strength, which makes sense when placed in 1 Peter’s original context.  To a 
culture that prized physical strength and even judged a person’s worth by physical 
strength, the assertion that a woman is an equal partner to a man is a stunning example 
of just how counter-cultural God’s new reality is.  God evaluates a person’s worth by a 
different set of standards than does the world.  God also breaks down the walls of 
division that the world builds up by throwing open the doors of his kingdom to all people, 
regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, etc. !
As the people of God, we should be treating people according to God’s standards 
instead of worldly standards.  This is how we partner with God in making his will “done 
on earth as it is in heaven.”  And what better place to start than in the home? !
In this verse, Peter also provides a stark reality-check for husbands by reminding them 
that the way they treat their wives says more about their faith in God than they may 
realize because it impacts their connection to God by hindering their prayers.  In other 
words, how a husband treats his wife is more of a prayer to God than the utterance of 
words with a bowed head. !
Application 
Does the way you treat people accurately reflect what you believe and how you feel 
about God?  If not, write down one thing you can do to fix that. !!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, please give me the wisdom and the desire to treat people in a way that 
reflects my belief in you.  May others see you living in me because of how I treat them.  
In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!



Day 25 - February 25, 2015 
1 Peter 3:8-9 
!
(8) Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, 

and a humble mind.  (9) Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but,  
on the contrary, repay with a blessing.  It is for this that you were  

called - that you might inherit a blessing. 
1 Peter 3:8-9 (NRSV) !

Reflection 
The NIV Application Bible notes that, in verse 8, Peter lists five key elements that should 
characterize any group of believers: (1) harmony - pursuing the same goals; (2) 
sympathy - being responsive to others’ needs; (3) love - seeing and treating each other 
as brothers and sisters; (4) compassion - being affectionately sensitive and caring; and 
(5) humility - being willing to encourage one another and rejoice in each other’s 
successes.  These five qualities go a long way toward helping believers serve God 
effectively. !
Peter also points out that Christ’s disciples are to be conduits of God’s grace, mercy, 
love, and blessing.  This is what we are called to do.  When we repay evil with evil and 
abuse with abuse, we are lowering ourselves by embracing the tactics that Satan uses.  
While it’s not always easy to do, God promises to bless us if we bless others. !
Application 
Is there a person you feel has wronged you recently?  If so, how can you repay that 
person with a blessing?  Once you have done this, come back to this page and write 
down how it made you feel to “repay” with a blessing instead of evil. !!!!!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, make me an instrument of your peace and use me as a conduit of your 
grace.  Open my eyes to how I can be a blessing to the people I come into contact with 
today.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!



Day 26 - February 26, 2015 
1 Peter 3:10-12 
!

(10) For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil 
and his lips from deceitful speech.  (11) He must turn from evil and do good; he must 
seek peace and pursue it.  (12) For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his 

ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
1 Peter 3:10-12 (NIV) !!

Reflection 
Here, Peter is quoting Psalm 34:12-16, which was written by David in the midst of a 
conflict with King Achish.  This passage reveals godly wisdom for how to address 
conflict and how to live as a peacemaker.  A person who pursues peace recognizes the 
power of speech and is thus mindful of how he or she speaks to and about others.  A 
person who pursues peace is also intentional about doing good instead of taking the 
easy path of evil.  And a person who pursues peace is also cognizant of the Lord’s will, 
presence, and judgment.  This passage reminds us to live in a way that promotes peace 
instead of fueling the fire of conflict.   !!!
Application 
Read 1 Peter 3:10-12 again, meditating on its words, and asking yourself if those words 
describe you. !!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, I want to be a person who actively pursues and promotes peace.  Make me 
aware of how I use my speech and of how I behave.  Show me where I need to “turn 
from evil” so that I can “do good.”  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!!!!!!



Day 27 - February 27, 2015 
1 Peter 3:13-14 
!

(13) Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?  (14) But even if you  
should suffer for what is right, you are blessed.  “Do not fear what  

they fear; do not be frightened.” 
1 Peter 3:13-14 (NIV) !

Reflection 
“Do not fear what they fear; do not frightened” is a quote from the prophet Isaiah who 
pleaded with his contemporaries to trust in the sovereign power of the one true God.  
Those people did not listen to Isaiah; instead they made alliances with enemy nations 
and adopted the gods of those nations because they mistakenly thought that those 
actions would bring them safety and security.  Their idolatry and sinfulness was 
motivated by fear. !
When we give in to fear, we begin to chase after things that lead us away from God - 
the God who promises to be a refuge for his people.  Peter does not want his 
contemporaries to be lead astray by fear like the Israelites of Isaiah’s day.  So, he 
reminds them that Christians are blessed even if they suffer because God will reward 
their faithfulness. !
Too often, we Christ-followers spend way too much time worrying about all the things in 
life that can go wrong.  Our time would be better spent praising the God who is 
ultimately in control, the God who wins in the end, the God who will deliver his people to 
an eternity with Him. !!!
Application 
Is there a fear of yours that threatens to lead you away from God.  If so, identify it and 
pray that God will remove that fear from your life.  (Note: this prayer must be a 
continuous prayer, so set an alarm on your phone to remind you to pray for this every 
day.) !!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, help me to know that I am blessed because I belong to you.  Fill me with 
your Spirit and remove the fear that threatens to lead me away from you.  In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.” !!



Day 28 - February 28, 2015 
1 Peter 3:15-16 
!
(15) But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this 

with gentleness and respect, (16) keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.” 

1 Peter 3:15-16 (NIV) !
Reflection 
Notice the sequence that this passage is built around.  When you “set apart” Christ as 
Lord in your heart, you are filled with hope, and your behavior is changed for good.  
Declaring Christ as Lord means something - it changes you!  And it changes you in a 
way that is noticeable.  So, Peter tells Christ-followers to prepared to give an 
appropriate, Christ-honoring answer when people ask you why your life is so hope-filled 
and different. !
Notice also that the manner in which we respond should be consistent with the 
character of the one who is our Lord.  We are also to trust our Lord to “shame” our 
accusers.  That is not something that when should take upon ourselves, because the 
moment we do we cease to reflect the character of Christ. !
This passage ought to remind us that we are ambassadors of Christ.  So let’s represent 
him well. !
Application 
Peter says to be prepared to give an answer “for the hope that you have.”  Imagine 
someone asking you the type of question Peter envisions and write down your answer 
here: !!!!!!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, may my life reflect the character of Christ and exude the hope of Christ, and 
may I be prepared to give an answer for my behavior that honors Him.  In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.” 



Day 29 - March 1, 2015 
1 Peter 3:17 
!

For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 
1 Peter 3:17 (ESV) !

Reflection 
This simple statement appeals to the practical element of the Christian faith.  Since 
living in a fallen world involves suffering, isn’t it better to suffer for doing good than for 
doing evil?  If you’re going to experience suffering anyway, wouldn’t you rather know 
that you did good and stood for what was right?  How would you rather live - would you 
rather spend your time on earth doing good or doing evil? !
But here’s something else to think about: Suffering for doing good infuses our suffering 
with a redemptive quality.  If we suffer for doing good, we can still experience the peace 
of mind, satisfaction, and fulfillment that comes from doing good - and this helps us 
know that our suffering is not wasted or meaningless.  None of this can be said about 
suffering for doing evil. !
Application 
This verse contains the phrase “it is better.”  Set an alarm for one minute, and in that 
minute write down all the ways that come to your mind that explain why life with Christ is 
better than any other way of living.  Then spend the next minute praying over your list 
and thanking God for this “better” way of living. !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, give me the strength to do your will, even if I suffer for doing it.  In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.” 



Day 30 - March 2, 2015 
1 Peter 3:18-22 
!
(18) For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you 

to God.  He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, (19) through 
whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison (20) who disobeyed long ago 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.  In it only  

a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, (21) and this water symbolizes 
baptism that now saves you also - not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge 

of a good conscience toward God.  It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  
(22) who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand - with angels, authorities  

and powers in submission to him. 
1 Peter 3:18-22 (NIV) !

Reflection 
There’s a lot to digest in this passage, but if you take it as a whole instead of picking it 
apart a strong theme emerges: the work of Christ on our behalf.  It is Christ who has 
reconciled us to God.  It is Christ who makes salvation possible.  It is Christ who sits at 
God’s right hand and intercedes for us.  All that we have in this life and all that we look 
forward to beyond the grave is because of Christ.  Praise be to his great name! !!
Application 
Write down three ways that Christ’s salvation impacts your daily life: !
1. !
2. !
3. !!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for Jesus and all that he has done for me.  Thank you for the 
reconciliation and salvation he has made possible for me.  May I never take it for 
granted.  Open my eyes to people that need to hear about Christ and give me the 
courage to share Christ with them.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!



Day 31 - March 3, 2015 
1 Peter 4:1-2 !

(1) Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of 
thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, (2) so as to live for 

the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God.  
1 Peter 4:1-2 (ESV) !

Reflection 
Once again Peter holds up the suffering of Christ as a model and inspiration for his 
readers.  He also points his readers to the mindset of Christ and says to “arm 
yourselves” with this type of attitude.  I love the idea that a person’s mindset/attitude can 
be seen as a weapon against sin.  That thought inspires me, challenges me, and 
causes me to realize that I have often given sin more power over me because of my 
wrong attitude toward it and my general way of thinking.  !
The ESV Study Bible adds this observation: “Peter’s point is that when believers are 
willing to suffer, the nerve center of sin is severed in their lives.  Although believers will 
never be totally free from sin in this life, when believers endure suffering for the sake of 
Christ they show that their purpose in life is not to live for their own pleasures but 
according to the will of God and for his glory.” !
Application 
1. Write down several key words that describe Christ’s attitude. !!!!!!!!!
2. What is one adjustment you need to make in order to develop an attitude like 

Christ’s? !!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, change my attitude so that it mirrors Christ’s and make me willing to suffer 
for the sake of Christ.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



Day 32 - March 4, 2015 
1 Peter 4:3-4 
!
(3) For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do - living 
in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry.  (4) They 

think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation,  
and they heap abuse on you. 

1 Peter 4:3-4 (NIV) !
Reflection 
The phrase “you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do” 
has always stuck with me.  It reminds me that every person must eventually grow up 
and stop living for self.  At some point, a person has to look at the road they’re traveling 
and where that road leads.  Christ offers us a better way to live and makes it possible 
for us to travel down a road that leads to ultimate joy, peace, and salvation.  Others may 
try to keep us in our old dead-end habits, but we know that we are made for better 
things. !!
Application 
1. What dead-end habits have you left behind in order to follow Christ? !!!!!
2. What is one sinful habit that you haven’t left in the past yet? !!!!
3. Spend some time praying for God to help you leave that one thing behind and 

thanking him for delivering you from the things you have left behind. !!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, please deliver me from anything that keeps me from you.  In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.”  !!!!!



Day 33 - March 5, 2015 
1 Peter 4:5-6 
!
(5) But they will have to give an accounting to him who stands ready to judge the living 
and the dead.  (6) For this is the reason the gospel was proclaimed even to the dead,  

so that, though they have been judged in the flesh as everyone is judged,  
they might live in the spirit as God does. 

1 Peter 4:5-6 (NRSV) !
Reflection 
In the immediate context of this text and in the broader context of Scripture, the “dead” 
referred to in verse 6 most likely refers to Christian to whom the gospel was preached 
when they were alive but who have since died.  Those Christians are now living in the 
spirit as God does.  And, as Peter points out, this is why the gospel is proclaimed - to 
give every person the opportunity to live with God, since all will be judged by God. !
Application 
Think of one person you know who has not obeyed the gospel of Christ.  What is one 
thing you could do this week to “proclaim” (in word or deed) the gospel to that person? !!!!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for the gospel of Christ that makes people aware of the salvation 
you offer through Christ.  Give me the courage and wisdom to proclaim that gospel to 
the people around me who need to hear it.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!!!!!!!



Day 34 - March 6, 2015 
1 Peter 4:7-9 
!
(7) The end of all things is near.  Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that 

you can pray.  (8) Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a 
multitude of sins.  (9) Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 

1 Peter 4:7-9 (NIV) !
Reflection 
This passage describes the lifestyle of the Christ-follower that flows out of his or her 
knowledge of what is to come in the future.  Peter says that “the end of all things is 
near”, meaning that the story of God is marching on toward its ultimate conclusion.  And 
when the end comes it will be God who reigns.   !
The Christ-follower has such a deep understanding of this that it changes his or her 
worldview and priorities.  Christians value and practice self-control, prayer, love, and 
hospitality because these are “of God”; and since we know that the things “of God” are 
what last in the end why would we waste our time doing anything else? !!!
Application 
Since our church family is focusing on hospitality this year, take the next five minutes to 
choose a person(s) you will extend hospitality to, decide what that hospitality will look 
like (dinner at your house?), and set a date for the event (if applicable).  Make it your 
goal today to set your plan in motion. !!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, help me to live with the end in mind.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!!!!!!!



Day 35 - March 7, 2015 
1 Peter 4:10-11 
!

(10) God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of gifts.  Use them well to 
serve one another.  (11) Do you have the gift of speaking?  Then speak as though God 
himself were speaking through you.  Do you have the gift of helping others?  Do it with 

all the strength and energy that God supplies.  Then everything you do will bring glory to 
God through Jesus Christ.  All glory and power to him forever and ever!  Amen. !

Reflection 
We often talk about giving glory to God in our lives, but what does that mean?  This 
passage brings clarity to that question by telling us that we glorify God every time we 
use the gifts we have been given by God for his purposes.  This means using our gifts 
to speak the words of God, to extend the grace of God, to demonstrate the love of God, 
to offer the help of God, etc.  Just as there is a variety of gifts, there is a variety of ways 
those gifts can be used in the service of God.  And that’s where the fun is!  It is fun to 
think about all the different ways we can bless others with what God has given to us.  
So, let’s have some fun today by using our gifts for the glory of God! !!
Application 
Today I will use my gift of _________________________________________________ 

to serve _______________________________________________________________ 

by ___________________________________________________________________. 

!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for the gifts you’ve given me.  Open my eyes to how I can use 
those gifts to bless others and bring glory to your great name.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.”  !!!!!!!!!!!!



Day 36 - March 8, 2015 
1 Peter 4:12-13 
!

(12) Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though 
something strange were happening to you.  (13) But rejoice that you participate in the 

sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 
1 Peter 4:12-13 (NIV) !

Reflection 
This is one of those passages that make us realize just how honest Scripture is with us.  
Here, Peter says that we should not be surprised when we suffer trials or think that’s it’s 
strange to suffer trials in the first place.  This completely undercuts the way in which 
many of us react to suffering - with claims of unfairness, cries of “why me?”, and 
criticisms of how God works.   !
Peter acknowledges that suffering is simply a reality of living in a fallen and broken 
world.  So instead of acting “surprised” that we suffer, we should look for ways in which 
we can glorify Christ through our sufferings.  If Christ suffered, we will suffer.  If God 
glorified Christ through his suffering, God will glorify us through our suffering.  And when 
that happens, we will be overjoyed. !
Application 
What is one way that you can glorify Christ through the suffering or difficulty or trial you 
are currently facing? !!!!!!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, give me your vision so that I may see the opportunities to bring you glory 
that exist in the midst of my challenges.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!



Day 37 - March 9, 2015 
1 Peter 4:14 
!

If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed,  
for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 

1 Peter 4:14 (NIV) !
Reflection 
Insults are designed to tear us down, embarrass us, and make us feel small.  And that’s 
exactly what happens when we are insulted.  But even insults can be redeemed by the 
power of Christ!  Peter helps his readers, many of whom experience insults every day, 
to view the insults that are heaped on them because they bear the name of Christ as 
signs of blessing - because in those moments the Spirit of God rests upon them in a 
powerful way to remind them that they are people of great worth who are loved by God. 
Keep that in mind the next time you are singled out because of your faith. !!
Application 
We live in a world that likes to insult, criticize, and belittle.  So choose to be counter-
cultural today by lifting others up instead.  Make it your goal to sincerely compliment five 
people today. !!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for your Spirit of blessing.  Fill me with your Spirit so that I can be 
a blessing to the people around me today.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!



Day 38 - March 10, 2015 
1 Peter 4:15-16 
!

(15) But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.  
(16) Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed,  

but let him glorify God in that name. 
1 Peter 4:15-16 (ESV) !

Reflection 
We’ve already seen that Peter accepts suffering as a reality of life that every person has 
to deal with.  So, if that’s the case, then why not suffer for something positive instead of 
something worthless?  There’s nothing to be proud of when a person suffers for doing 
evil.  But a Christian can take pride in suffering for the cause of Christ because he or 
she knows that it glorifies God.  If you’re going to suffer, why not suffer for the God who 
is able to redeem suffering and bring forth good from it? !
Application 
Rewrite 1 Peter 4:15-16 in your own words: !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, help me to live a life that is unashamed of being a Christian.  In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.” 



Day 39 - March 11, 2015 
1 Peter 4:17-18 
!
(17) For the time has come for judgment, and it must begin with God’s household.  And 

if judgment begins with us, what terrible fate awaits those who have never obeyed 
God’s Good News?  (18) And also, “If the righteous are barely saved,  

what will happen to godless sinners?” 
1 Peter 4:17-18 (NLT) !

Reflection 
Most Bible scholars believe that the judgment spoken of in these verses refers to the 
discipline God uses to refine and purify his people.  If God disciplines his own people 
and allows his own people to suffer, then what does he do with those who openly reject 
him?  Peter seems to let this question hang in the air so that the full affect of living 
without God can sink in on those who read this passage. !!!
Application 
Read this passage again and spend two minutes meditating on its question, making 
sure to note the things that God brings to your mind. !!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, the fields are ripe for harvest so please send forth your people to proclaim 
the Good News of Jesus Christ.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!



Day 40 - March 12, 2015 
1 Peter 4:19 
!

So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their 
faithful Creator and continue to do good. !

Reflection 
So, what’s the conclusion of Peter’s sustained discourse on suffering?  Commit yourself 
to God and continue to do his will.  This flows out of Peter’s belief (1) that God and 
God’s people can be glorified in suffering; (2) that God rewards the suffering of his 
people; and (3) that suffering for the name of Christ is not something of which to be 
ashamed.  Peter also notes that our Creator is faithful - and that faithfulness inspires us 
to respond to him with a faithful commitment of our own.  !
Application 
List three “good” things you will do today to demonstrate your commitment to God: !
1. !!
2. !!
3. !!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for your faithfulness to me.  Today, I recommit myself to you.  In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!!!!!!!



Day 41 - March 13, 2015 
1 Peter 5:1 !!
To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings and 

one who also will share in the glory to be revealed… 
1 Peter 5:1 (NIV) !

Reflection 
Both Greeks and Jews gave positions of great honor to wise older men, and the 
Christian church continued this pattern of leadership.  Elders carry the great 
responsibilities of supervising, protecting, disciplining, and instructing the church, so it 
makes sense that Peter would address the elders of the church in this letter.  But what 
stands out to me from this verse is Peter’s confident statement that he “will share in the 
glory to be revealed.”  That statement proclaims that Peter is completely confident about 
his eternal future, and I have to believe that this is one of the reasons behind his bold 
faith. !
That confidence can be ours.  If we live the kind of life that Peter has described in the 
previous four chapters, we can also be sure of our eternal destination.  A sold-out life for 
Christ is the kind of life that God blesses and rewards; so if we’re sincerely and 
completely following Christ we have every reason to be confident and bold - just like 
Peter. !
Application 
Write out your response to these questions: Are you confident that you “will share in the 
glory to be revealed”?  Why or why not? !!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, flow through me your Spirit of power and boldness so that I can walk 
confidently in your promises.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



Day 42 - March 14, 2015 
1 Peter 5:2-3 
!

(2) Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers - not 
because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy  

for money, but eager to serve; (3) not lording it over those entrusted to you,  
but being examples to the flock. 

1 Peter 5:2-3 (NIV) !
Reflection 
Here, Peter describes what good leadership in the church of Jesus Christ looks like; and 
in doing so, he helps us understand that leaders in the church should lead in a way that 
reflects the character of Christ. This means that church leaders cannot be evaluated in 
the same way that other leaders are; in the church, how a leader leads is as important 
as what a leader does. !
That truth just adds to the awesome responsibilities that elders in the church bear.  But 
the irony is that when an elder leads through his example his impact and influence grow, 
and the congregation is blessed as a result.  Elders make sure that the church is 
continuing to develop disciples by, first and foremost, showing the church what a 
disciple of Christ looks like. !!
Application 
Our church family is blessed to be served by the kind of elders who live out the words of 
this passage.  Take a few minutes to write a note of appreciation to our elders thanking 
them for what they do and for who they are. !!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for elders who serve the church well and with the character of 
Christ.  Protect them as they protect us; guide them as they guide us; and minister to 
them as they minister to us.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!!!!!



Day 43 - March 15, 2015 
1 Peter 5:4 
!

And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory  
that will never fade away. 

1 Peter 5:4 (NIV) !
Reflection 
Peter is still addressing elders in this verse, but look at how he describes the crown of 
glory.  He says that it will never fade away.  Isn’t that a hope-filling thought? !
In a world that is continually changing, our hearts yearn for something that is constant 
and true - something that will last.  And that’s exactly what Jesus offers us.  His is a 
kingdom that will last throughout eternity.  All other kingdoms - and the things belonging 
to those kingdoms - will fade away; but not his. !
Application 
List the first four things that come to your mind when you think about things you once 
were excited about that have now gone away (fashion styles, gadgets, etc.): !
1. !
2. !
3. !
4. !!
Now, list the first four things that come to your mind when you think about the things 
belonging to Christ’s kingdom that will never fade away: !
1. !
2. !
3. !
4. !
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for offering me something that I know will last.  Help me to focus 
my life on the things that will never fade away.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



Day 44 - March 16, 2015 
1 Peter 5:5 
!

Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older.  All of you, clothe 
yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the  

proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
1 Peter 5:5 (NIV) !

Reflection 
Humility is an essential element of the Christ-follower’s wardrobe, and just in case we 
ever wonder why Peter reminds us that the opposite of humility - pride - is in direct 
opposition to the will of God.  It is humility, not pride, that God blesses and rewards - 
another reminder of how counter-cultural God’s will is to the world’s standards. !
The Christians to whom Peter is writing are living as “exiles” in their communities 
because they embrace a different standard of living.  In this case, they choose to clothe 
themselves with humility instead of elevating themselves through over-the-top displays 
of prideful arrogance.  But what’s more important - fitting in with the crowd or pleasing 
God?  Lifting up self or showing Jesus? !
Application 
Take a few minutes to write down all the parts of the Christian’s “wardrobe” that comes 
to your mind.  Then, look at your list and evaluate how well you are wearing those 
“accessories.” !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, I confess that sometimes my pride gets the best of me.  Forgive me, Lord, 
and give me the strength of character that is needed to wrap myself in humility.  In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.” 



Day 45 - March 17, 2015 
1 Peter 5:6-7 
!

(6) Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in 
due time.  (7) Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

1 Peter 5:6-7 (NIV) !
Reflection 
In these two verses, Peter returns to the subject of humility and gives us the secret to 
being able to adopt a humble attitude: trusting in God to lift us up.  This is an essential 
quality of the Christian life.  We will not be able to follow Jesus completely if we are not 
able to trust God completely. !
Most of our tests of trust come in times of anxiety and worry.  In those times, many of us 
rely on our own abilities to see us through our difficulties.  This is prideful thinking.  
Humility turns our focus to God and enables to cast all of our anxieties onto him, in full 
confidence that he cares about us and what we are going through.  And God’s strength 
makes us stronger and empowers us to overcome the things that make us anxious.   !
The next time you feel anxious take that anxiety to God before you start formulating a 
plan for how you get yourself out of this mess.  And trust that he will lift you up. !!
Application 
This application is easy - just do what 1 Peter 5:7 says!  Spend a few moments in 
prayer and “cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” !!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for caring about me and what I go through in life.  Continue to 
work your will in my life and open my eyes to how you are working in my life so that I 
can grow in my trust of you.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!!!!!!



Day 46 - March 18, 2015 
1 Peter 5:8 
!
Stay alert!  Watch out for your great enemy, the devil.  He prowls around like a roaring 

lion looking for someone to devour. 
1 Peter 5:8 (NLT) !

Reflection 
From the NIV Life Application Bible: “Lions attack sick, young, or straggling animals; 
they choose victims who are alone or not alert.  Peter warns us to watch out for Satan 
when we are suffering or being persecuted.  Feeling alone, weak, helpless, and cut off 
from other believers, so focused on our troubles that we forget to watch for danger, we 
are especially vulnerable to Satan’s attacks.  During times of suffering, seek other 
Christians for support.  Keep your eyes on Christ and resist the devil.  Then, says 
James, ‘he will flee from you’ (James 4:7).” !!
Application 
Write down three habits, activities, or practices that help you stay alert to Satan’s 
attacks and commit yourself (again or for the first time) to continuing these things: !
1. !
2. !
3. !!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, keep me alert to Satan’s attacks and vanquish him from my life.  In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.” !!!!!!!!!!!



Day 47 - March 19, 2015 
1 Peter 5:9 
!
Resist him [the devil], steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters 

in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 
1 Peter 5:9 (NRSV) !

Reflection 
This is an important verse of Scripture because it challenges two false narratives we tell 
ourselves when we are attacked by the devil: (1) that we are powerless against him, 
and (2) that we are the only ones experiencing it.  Those two narratives contribute to a 
victim mentality that is not congruent with the Christian faith. !
Peter says that we have the ability, because of our faith in Christ, to resist the devil.  We 
are not powerless against him.  We don’t have to be his victims.  We can stand against 
him.  We can fight.  We can resist. !
Peter also reminds us that Christ-followers all over the world are also engaged in this 
same battle.  We are not alone.  We can help each other resist the devil and, when we 
stand our ground against him, we can inspire each other to not give in to him. !!
Application 
You probably know someone who currently feels that he or she is under attack by 
Satan.  Today, write that person a note or send an email or give a call or invite him or 
her to lunch and encourage that person to stand strong in the faith and to resist Satan.  
Reassure them that Jesus provides the strength to overcome Satan. !!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, make your Spirit strong in me so that I can resist the attacks of the devil.  
Again, Lord, I pray that you vanquish Satan from my life and increase your power in my 
life.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!!!!!



Day 48 - March 20, 2015 
1 Peter 5:10-11 
!
(10) And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you 
to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.  

(11) To him be the dominion forever and ever.  Amen. 
1 Peter 5:10-11 (ESV) !

Reflection 
I love the promises of verse 10: “…the God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.”  
Those promises remind me that I have a future destination that I am moving toward 
(“his eternal glory in Christ”) and that God is making the path to that destination possible 
by the work that he is doing in my life.  This feels me with a sense of purpose and 
peace.  Does it do the same for you? !!
Application 
Write down one memory you have of a time in which God restored you, confirmed you, 
strengthened you, or established you. !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, you are the one who has called me and you are the one who gives me the 
courage I need to pursue your path.  Thank you for these blessings.  In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.” 



Day 49 - March 21, 2015 
1 Peter 5:12 
!

With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, 
encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand fast in it. 

1 Peter 5:12 (NIV) !
Reflection 
Peter states that what he has written in this letter is an example of the grace of God and 
that it is true.  We sometimes forget that the Word of God is itself an act of God’s grace 
and a gift of God’s grace.  God’s Word inspires us, teaches us, guides us, and protects 
us - all the things that a gracious God does.  I hope that you have experienced even 
more of God’s grace as you have gone through this devotional study of 1 Peter. !!
Application 
Peter encourages his readers to stand fast in the truth of God’s Word and in their faith.  
How would you complete the following sentence? !
To me, standing fast in the Word and faith means ______________________________ !
______________________________________________________________________ !
______________________________________________________________________ !
______________________________________________________________________  !
______________________________________________________________________ !
_____________________________________________________________________. !!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, thank you for your grace and thank your for your Word.  Help me to stand 
fast in both.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” !!!!!!!!



Day 50 - March 22, 2015 
1 Peter 5:13-14 
!
(13) She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so 

does my son Mark.  (14) Greet one another with a kiss of love.   
Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

1 Peter 5:13-14 (NIV) !
Reflection 
This last passage demonstrates the importance of greeting others in Peter’s time.  
Greeting someone communicated a certain level of fellowship, so in church-life greeting 
other believers strengthened the fellowship between believers.  This is why Peter 
encourages the practice.  It’s also why we need to continue the practice in our day.  The 
next time you attend a worship service, a Bible class, a small group, or a church activity, 
intentionally seek out someone to greet and relish the moment because you are actively 
doing something that is strengthening and reinforcing your relationships with your 
brothers and sisters in Christ. !
Peter ends his letter with a blessing of peace, which was common in his day.  Peace is 
something that we should desire for our Christian brothers and sisters.  So pray that 
they will have peace and bless them by being a presence of peace in their lives. !
As I close this devotional guide, allow me to steal Peter’s line and say: “Peace to all of 
you who are in Christ.” !!
Application 
Make it your goal to sincerely and enthusiastically greet three people at the next church 
event you attend. !!
Prayer 
“Dear Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, within the church and within the 
community.  Thank you for your church and for my Christian brothers and sisters.  Bless 
them with your peace.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 

!!!!!


